




• 
I 

Newly elected US Rep. Nikki Budzinski visits Metro East https://www.stltoday.com/news/locaVcolumns/joe-hollemab/newly-el. .. 
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After a go-minute visit that included a bunch of hugs and a bit of dancing,
Budzinski said her day's visit to the area would evolve into more serious issues: S'e
planned to meet later Monday with retired members of the United Steelworkers.

"The Granite City Steel situation is one I'm watching closely and plan to be 
involved with," said Budzinski, who garnered strong union support in her 2022
election win.
Last year, U.S. Steel announced plans to sell a large portion of the mill to 
Chicago-based SunCoke Energy.
The company was formed in 1896 and was known as Granite City Steel for more 
than 70 years. In the 1970s, it became National Steel; then the Granite City Works 
after U.S. Steel bought the company in 2003.

The sale of the mill, which now has about 1,500 employees, would likely reduce the 
workforce by two-thirds over a two-year period.

"That's up to 900 jobs moving to Arkansas," Budzinski said. "And that's not good."
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